Is there a general theory for health care budgeting?
This article suggests that a broad theoretical framework is needed within which the empirical evidence about the results of the many different health care funding systems can be analysed. A possible framework is described. The article also proposes that when policy makers select the budgetary system most likely to produce the patterns of health care that are required they should also install output and quality controls designed to avoid any predictable and undesirable side effects. Reimbursement under the budget could be made conditional upon an adequate performance as measured by the controls.